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ALL FIRED UP
Ready for 2018

The Worshipful
Company of
Coopers

EXPERIENCE OVER 400
YEARS OF HISTORY AT

Coopers' Hall

Coopers’ Hall is a delightful Pre-Georgian Town House in the
heart of the City of London. One of the oldest and most elegant
Livery Halls situated directly opposite Liverpool Street Station,
creates the perfect setting for your conference or meeting.
The Hall is available for hire as a private venue and is the
perfect location for exclusive lunches, dinners, meetings,
conferences and receptions. As an exquisitely preserved
example of a pre-Georgian town house in the heart of the City
of London, Coopers Hall is very popular with clients wishing to
hire an entire house, where their guests are guaranteed the
undivided attention of the dedicated staff.

Our hospitality is managed
by our friends at 'It's the
Agency', who offer a range
of themed dining and
hospitality experiences.
For all booking enquiries,
please call 020 7871 0577
or email
sales@itavenues.co.uk

MASTER'S LETTER
WINTER 2017/18

W

elcome to what I hope you will see
as a revised and revamped
magazine to ensure our readers get
the best sense of their opportunities
as part of our Company.

The magazine will be published, online and in
hardcopy, twice a year (July and December)
and will feature all the highlights from the
Company's year so far. From our standard
events to the unusual and extraordinary, we will
share as much as we can squeeze in to show
you how the Company and its affiliated
organisations are progressing with your help.
We welcome your ideas and feedback how we
can continue to build upon what we have
achieved so far so please email me via the
Clerk at clerk@coopers-hall.co.uk.
THIS ISSUE'S CONTRIBUTORS
Past Master
Vivian Bairstow
may be looking
back when it
comes to his
time as Master but his
forward thinking approach
to his work on Court is
good news for the
Company as you'll read
from his call to arms for
volunteers and from his
report on Woodfest 2017.

ROY CAMPBELL
Master 2017-18

The Worshipful Company of
Coopers is one of the oldest Livery
Companies in London.

In modern times it has evolved into the
trustee of six principal charities and a
social and charitable enterprise that
retains an identity focused on the ancient
craft of cask making.
We welcome members to enjoy a
fellowship around our shared values and
an interest in the history, culture and
charitable endeavours that our company
has pursued for the last 500 or so years.
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Don Lyons
Honorary
Curator and
has been
working
tirelessly over the last year
preserving and presenting
the Company's artefacts so
that members and guests
alike can appreciate our
extensive cooper artefacts.
In this issue he talks more
about Hall life after the
closure of our museum.

Clothed in the Livery

Alex Sibley & John Macleod

Phil Quirke

Alan Roberts

Reg Manser
Find out how
you might join
the Company
and gain your
freedom by
attending our
Education
Evenings (p.17)

Admitted to Freedom

Michael Brown, Samantha
Conlon & George Miller

Neil Mather

Matthew
Leopold

Our next
Court meeting
to admit new
freeman takes
place on 22nd
March 2018.

Alex
Davies

4| The Cooper | Winter 2017/18

APPRECIATION:
Leonard 'Jo' Joughin
OBE MC
Leonard Joughin,
Pastmaster (1992) and
Honorary Assistant, was
born 21st February 1920
and is remembered
fondly as a truly selfless,
compassionate, highly
intelligent, yet modest
Jo Joughin with his wife Shirley
man.
His love of science and technology served him well
during his time in the Royal Signals and his exceptional
bravery led to him being awarded the Military Cross.
Life after military service took him to Scotland Yard
where he rose rapidly through the ranks and a year
before his retirement he was awarded an OBE for his
services to the Met.
In 1975 he was admitted to the Livery of the Coopers'
Company and was a very active member of the
Coopers' Old Boys Association, the Society of the
Livery, and Charities committees. As a reforming
member of the latter he was very active in promoting
good works to help the needy, particularly in Tower
Hamlets, by disbursing grants and financial assistance
and arranging for grantees to be visited by Liverymen.
He was elected to the Company's Court in 1982 and
served as Master in 1992-3.
As a former Coopers' Company School student, Jo
found time to serve on the Coopers & Coborn School
Board of Govenors for many years, some of these as
Chairman. He was instrumental in pushing forward
many of the building programmes and improvements in
the school which is now based in Upminster.
Jo died on 5th October 2017.
If you would like to make a charitable donation in Jo's
name, please give to The Alzheimer's Society by
cheque to 43-44, Crutched Friars, London EC3N 2AE.
Charity No. 296645
His full obituary can be read on our website.
The Master pictured
with his apprentice
Madison Beale who is
studying Classics,
Modern History,
English Literature and
French A Levels at
Strode's.

SOCIAL

What's going on...

The Worshipful Company of Coopers
13 Devonshire Square, London, EC2M 4TH

There is always something to get involved
with when it comes to the Company but
there are always a few notable events we
like to draw special attention to here.

www.coopers-hall.co.uk
clerk@coopers-hall.co.uk

2. Beer Barrel &
Brewhouse Project,
Two months of research
by volunteers with Walk

The bells were rung for
the first time at a special
service on Sunday 22nd
October.
www.stgeorgesmemorialc
hurchypres.com

2

3

THANKS TO LIVERYMAN TIM HAYES & DAVID SMITH

special-events/craft-beercruise-london Use code
'Gipsy Hill' for 20% ticket
discount.

1

@WALKEASTLONDON

East London culminated
in a visit to Coopers' Hall
where our Curator
Liveryman Don Lyons
offered further insight
into the history of
coopering and its role
within local history. The
research gathered has
We encourage you to
been used to create a
create, or use your
'Beer Barrels and
Twitter account
(@CoopersCompany), to Brewhouses' booklet
which is available on
follow us as you will be
kept up to date daily with request to Graham
Barker www.walkeast.org
our news and events.
3. Bells4StGeorges
1. Gipsy Hill Brewery
Liveryman Tim Hayes
and the White Rose
joined former Coopers'
Cooperage.
Company's School
Mike and Simon from
student Michael Polledri
Gipsy Hill Brewery (SE
at the dedication and
London) paid a visit to
blessing of the bells at
Liveryman and Master
the St George's
Cooper Alastair Simms
Memorial Church in
to help construct nine
Ypres. Michael's
half hogsheads which
generous donation
are currently onboard
enabled an inscription on
City Cruise Ferries as
part of the brewery's on- the bell and in a specially
commissioned
board display showing
illuminated memorial
how coopered casks
book dedicated to the
impact the flavour of
117 former pupils of the
their beer.
school who lost their
www.citycruises.com/
lives in the Great War.

@GIPSYHILLBREW

It has been a busy time
for the Company and
indeed, our increasing
presence online and inperson activities have
helped raise the profile of
who we are and what we
do.

@CoopersCompany

The

ANNUAL BANQUET

at Mansion House

This year's banquet was held in the presence of the 690th Lord Mayor
of London as we celebrated another year of the Company in the
impressive surroundings of Mansion House.
Left: Over
300 guests
enjoyed an
evening of
entertainment
in the
Egyptian Hall
in the
presence of
the Master
and Lord
Mayor.

Left: Guests
enjoying this very
special white-tie
event that marked
the Lord Mayor's
first official Livery
engagement at
Mansion House.

Cooper and Liveryman Graham Law and
his wife Sue stand proudly by the cask he
crafted that was gifted by the Master to
the Lord Mayor.
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Right: Lord Mayor
Charles Bowman
with his specially
crafted cask that
was gifted to him
by the Company.

The Master highlighted the Company's rich
history within the City and how we value our
relationships with Strodes College (311 years)
and Coopers' Company & Coborn School (480
years).
He also took the time to talk about our
relationship with the Glasgow Coopers and how
this and the others we have in place continue to
go from strength to strength.
Copies of photos taken on the night can be
ordered from: http://sharpphoto.co.uk
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The Master welcomed many new members to the
Company as well as some of our most respected
members from our affiliated organisations
including the 99 Squadron, Surrey Army Cadets,
and HMS President.
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5

4
A DETAILED ACCOUNT
1. Commemorative cup and
goblet 2. George I walnut
longcase clock 3. Pair of
silver gilt and green glass
claret jugs 4. Cooper's
round shave 5. Carved and
painted pine cartouche 6.
16th Century oak pall chest
7. Commonwealth tankard
1649 8. Fine English bone
china plate
For a visit or to hire the Hall, please
contact the Clerk.

6
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HERITAGE

"It Is as It Is"
This somewhat philosophical Plantagenet motto comes to
Company Curator Liveryman Don Lyons' mind as he reflects on
the Court's decision to close our Museum in December, 2016.
Little imagination was required to
recognise that our Company must
make every effort to maximise its
income earning opportunities to
sustain our activities and to maintain
our beautiful pre-Georgian Hall.
Commercial necessity dictated that
our Museum Room be available to
tenants by January 1st 2017 and so,
in the 40th anniversary year of the
room’s formal opening, our museum
was quickly decommissioned by
16th December, 2016.
Closure brought to an end a period
of forty years in which coopers and
guests had enjoyed the museum, or
“Exhibition Room” as our first
Honorary Curator called it. The
excellence of our displays was
achieved through the generous
donations of our benefactors,
voluntary working parties, the efforts
of the six Honorary Curators who
have preceded me, as well as the
Clerk, Assistant Clerk and the
support of the Hall and Heritage
Committee.
The “It is as it is” of January 2017
was one in which most of our
artefacts were temporarily stored in
what must be said to be less than
ideal conditions.
The largest and heaviest items
presented a physical challenge and
required some professional
assistance to move them. Our
display case for silver, and the
Armorial stone badge that once

adorned the third hall were relocated
in early January to the area outside
the cloakrooms. In this more
prominent position and no longer
tucked away in the Museum, they are
now seen by most visitors and have
attracted favourable comment.
With limited floor space available, it
was evident that only one small
display cabinet could be
accommodated. The cabinet may be
seen in the entrance hall and
currently displays tools used in
cooperage to reflect our close links
to the craft, but offers opportunities
for some rotation of other artefacts in
the future. Our wall space will
display some of the numerous
paintings and prints in the
Company’s possession.
Moving to the present the
Company’s collection of books are
being documented to reflect their
new position in a new book store
that has been commissioned to
provide easy access and much
improved storage conditions. In
addition, a wall cabinet has been
purchased and will be populated with
a display of medals and coins, some
of which are on loan to the
Company.
Plans for the immediate future such
as improvements to the Company's
vault are, in part, subject to approval
of funds being made available – that
constant reminder of the need to
remain aware of commercial
opportunity.
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PASTMASTER'S VOICE

Now as Then and Then as Now
As he celebrates 40 years with the Company, Pastmaster John
Newton looks back (and forwards) on how life for one of the
oldest Livery companies in the City of London has progressed.
I joined the Company in August 1977 as the Assistant
Clerk & Beadle (the two posts were combined in those
days) and the recent 40th anniversary of what for me was a
life changing event has prompted me to reflect upon the
differences in the way the company is administered and
operates during that time.
My first few weeks passed in a haze of bonhomie and
alcohol. I had been appointed in the place of Les Harrod
who had been forced to retire due to ill health some
months previously. As for many years, the then Clerk,
Pastmaster John Clark, a practising solicitor, was
employed part-time and I was the only full-time employee.
However, in those early days I was ably assisted by John
himself and his Secretary, Lyndy, and by Pastmaster
Douglas Baker, a delightful elderly gentleman who wore a
monocle with aplomb and who had served in the First
World War. He had the attitude to life of so many of that
generation who survived and it was he who first
introduced me to gin. The wine bin book at that time
records a fairly regular withdrawal of that beverage “for
office use” and this, coupled with frequent visits by
members keen to welcome the new boy, explains why it
was some time before I realised that the office door frame
really was set at an angle.
Although the layout of the Hall remains the same, use of
what is now the Courtroom had then only recently been
gained when the tenants, The British Marine Equipment
Council, relinquished their lease.
The basement rooms were very different from those now
in use with fairly rudimentary Ladies’ and Gents’
Cloakrooms with fearsome Ascot water heaters but no
shower, a newly-equipped Exhibition Room dominated by
a vast coopered Tun, and certainly no bedroom for the
Clerk.
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John Newton
John's early life was spent in
the Ironmongers' Hall where
his father was Beadle to the
Ironmongers' Company.
Upon leaving school, he was
employed as a Scientific
Assistant at the Government
Laboratory whilst continuing
his education part-time at the
Sir John Cass College. He
was then conscripted for two
years' National Service in
1954 where he trained as a
radiographer in the RAMC.
In 1966 John returned to the
City of London where he
returned to Ironmongers' Hall
as Under-Beadle and served
until 1977 when he was
appointed Assistant Clerk
and Beadle to the Coopers'
Company, succeeding to the
office of Clerk in 1981. He
retired in 2001 at the end of
the Company's
Quincentenary year and, in
2001, was elected to the
Court, becoming renter
Warden in 2003 and Master
in June 2004.
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Liveryman Sharon
Ashby, nee Griffin
(far left) who
became the first
lady to serve on
the Court when
she was elected
Under Warden in
2013.
Above, A healthy
intake of new
members to the
Company earlier
in the year.
Left: The Master
with his wardens
for 2017/18
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The first floor housed the Dining and AnteRooms, but the two ‘kitchen’ areas contained
only a hot cupboard, a fridge, a few shelves
and, before the days of ‘elf & safety’ a W.C.!
As there were no cooking facilities, Court
lunches were brought in by the caterers in hay
boxes and, from memory, were based on
minor variations of Mousse of Arbroath
Smokies, Beef Bourguignon and either cheese
and biscuits or fruit salad. At that time the
caterers were Ring & Brymer, a firm that had a
virtual monopoly in providing food for the
various Livery Companies and we were lucky
to be served by a team of waitresses led by
Doreen, a formidable lady who brooked no
arguments but knew members’ favourite
tipples and worked, usually with a smile, in
difficult circumstances.
As mentioned above this was not long after
we gained use of the Courtroom, prior to
which Court meetings were held in the
afternoon with members assembling for lunch
and then moving to the Ante Room so that the
Dining Room could be cleared and rearranged for the meeting. The Company has
always maintained a good cellar and some say
that the ability to hold meetings before lunch
rather than after has had a beneficial effect
upon the Company’s affairs. I couldn’t
possibly comment!
The other major
change during
this time has, of
course, been the
decision to admit
women to the
Livery. The
circumstances
and procedures
which led to this decision are recorded
admirably by Liveryman Pamela Maryfield on
pp 242-243 of ‘Love as Brethren’, her
Quincentennial history of the Company.

'It is unthinkable
nowadays to visualise
the Company functioning
without the benefit of
ladies’ wisdom, energy
and enthusiasm.'

One such is Liveryman Sharon Ashby, nee
Griffin, who became the first lady to serve on
the Court when she was elected Under
Warden in 2013.
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Back in 1977 some Court practices dating
from earlier times were still in force. The
minutes of meetings were taken by the
Clerk, typed by his Secretary, run-off on a
Roneo machine by a perspiring Assistant
Clerk with a copy being pasted in the large,
leather-bound (and very expensive) Minute
Book. This was, however, an advance on
the earlier practice whereby the Clerk’s
minutes were hand-written in the book, with
numbered typed copies being distributed to
members on the strict understanding that
they would be returned to the office for
shredding once read. I’m not sure how
much interest in the business of the
Coopers’ Company was taken by the
intelligence services of foreign countries but
it was probably best to be safe rather than
sorry!
At that time the Court met eight times a
year and, as now, the Accounts, with the
guidance of the Treasurer, were maintained
by the Assistant Clerk who for each
meeting presented a list of all bills received
with a view to obtaining the Court’s
approval for them to be paid.
The Company’s credit was obviously very
good to allow for the resulting delays in
payment, due, no doubt, to its cheques
being drawn on our accounts at the Bank of
England!
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40 years ago the Court’s committee structure
was far less formal than it is today. There was
a Finance & General Purposes committee
which usually met in the months that the Court
didn’t and as otherwise necessary and a Hall
Committee comprising the first Honorary
Curator, Len Sharpless, together with
Pastmasters Bunny Palmer and Ian Norman.
Meetings generally took the form of a working
party when these gentlemen dressed
appropriately to carry out any minor repairs
and decorations needed at the Hall. Any more
formal business was discussed over a pint and
a sandwich in the White Horse in Bishopsgate.
The Charities Committee was a little more
structured but in some ways positively
Victorian as before any payments were made
to the Company’s pensioners, they had to
complete and return a pro-forma signed by a
parson or doctor certifying that they were still
alive! A far cry from today when both
committee members and other Liverymen take
responsibility for individual grantees, visiting
them in their homes (often appreciated as
much as any monetary grant) and bringing any
special need to the attention of the Committee.
The Investment Committee was also very
informal with The Master and Treasurer joining
experts in this field such as Pastmasters
Hatchett, Norris and Grant who liaised by
phone with each other and the Stockbroker
before, more often than not, deciding to leave
the portfolio alone.

The Company’s social life has changed
gradually in the detail over the years but
certainly not in the enthusiasm. The
Company is still privileged to be the first to
entertain the newly installed Lord Mayor in
The Mansion House at its Annual Livery
Banquet held on the Friday after the Lord
Mayor’s procession. Always a grand
occasion, its popularity has grown each
year so that for the past few years there
has usually always been a ‘full house’. This
popularity owes a great deal to the
introduction in recent years of more
musical content with the Band and Choir of
the Coopers’ Co. & Coborn School leading
the company in renditions of ’Jerusalem’,
‘Rule Britannia’ and ‘Land of Hope &
Glory’- the equal of the Last Night of the
Proms but without the flags!
Musicians from the School and College
now also entertain at the dinner following
Common Hall. This occasion has grown
over the years since the time when the
Master and Wardens were elected at a
formal meeting, held at a larger livery hall,
starting at 5.30pm and which lasted for half
an hour at most before the Livery had to
leave the venue (usually to find the nearest
pub!) to give time for Reception and Dining
areas to be prepared before dinner at 6.30
for 7. A three course meal was enjoyed
before the usual formal Toasts and
speeches proposing the health of the newly
elected officers were made. With no late
drinks being served everyone was on their
way by about 9pm or so. Over the years
Common Hall (pictured) has become much
more of an ‘occasion’ with the formal
business now including an Annual Report
by the Master and newly admitted Freemen
and Liverymen being introduced and
joining the assembled company afterwards
for dinner and late drinks.
The School Choir also plays a major, much
appreciated, part in the Cloker Service
which used to be held in St. Magnus the
Martyr on New Years’ Day but was
changed to early January in 1974 when this
became a Bank Holiday.
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It is now subtitled The Thanksgiving Service and
held in St. Botolph’s Bishopsgate, our Ward
Church, on the second Wednesday in October.
As has happened every year since 1574 a
‘learned man’ (now the Clerk) reads a Branch of
Henry Cloker’s Will in the presence of the Master
of the Grocers’ Company who is handed
Alderman Cloker’s Gift of two guineas, now
worth somewhat less than when originally
bequeathed !
A recent addition to the social calendar has been
the institution of an Installation Service held a
week or so before the June Court at which the
new Master takes Office. Now held at the
Church of St. Peter ad Vincula in HM Tower of
London, a privilege enjoyed no doubt through
the good offices of the Company’s then Beadle,
Alan Kingshott MVO (pictured left), the recently
retired Chief Yeoman Warder; it is followed by a
dinner at the Restaurant in the Tower and takes
the place of the now defunct Livery Reception.
Mention of the Beadle reminds me of that
notable band of men who have served this
office, some of whom have also acted as
Assistant Clerk.
Above: Former Beadle and retired
Chief Yeoman Warder Alan
Kingshott MVO was awarded his
medal for services to the Company.
Right: Liveryman and Master
Cooper Alastair Simms is amongst
the many coopers the Company
supports. Left: PastMaster and
Alderman Ian Luder served as Lord
Mayor in 2008.
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A notable difference that has also taken shape
during the past 40 years has been the closer
links formed with the Incorporation of Coopers
of Glasgow (pictured opposite with HRH The
Earl of Wessex). This used to comprise an
annual exchange of hospitality with the Deacon
and Clerk of the Incorporation attending the
Annual Banquet and the Master and Clerk
attending the Incorporation’s Dinner Dance in
Glasgow.
This still happens but, today, a much larger
contingent from each organisation attends these
functions and the links now include golf
matches, cask forming contests, reciprocal visits
and tours and, more importantly, joint meetings
on matters of interest to both by the London
Court and the Glasgow Master Court. Members
have joined each other’s organisations and the
Company’s Court now includes Assistant Bill
Scott, a Past Deacon of the Incorporation while
Pastmaster Keith Brown OBE, has also served
as Deacon of the Incorporation and has recently
completed his year of office as Deacon
Convenor of the Trades House, Glasgow’s ‘third
citizen’.
The Company’s affiliation with the Services,
initially just London Division, RNR, has been
increased by forming strong links with 99
Squadron RAF, which operates the massive
C17 transport planes out of Brize Norton and
the Surrey Army Cadet Force which provides
training and experience to young people as the
name implies.
Also, the Company has continued to support
the City Corporation with members serving as
Common Councillors, Chief Commoner,
Aldermen, Sheriffs and Lord Mayors. On a far
sadder note, our lovely little Hall has suffered
severe damage by IRA bombs on two occasions
and by the effect on our rooms of a disastrous
flood in the previous tenants’ premises above.

PHOTOGRAPH: TRADES HOUSE GLASGOW

These include the late Pastmaster Joe Joughin,
who kindly occupied the post whilst a
Liveryman, John Mahoney, Colin Swinden and,
more exotically nicknamed for reasons I won’t
go into, Dixon of Devonshire Square and
Muscadet Mick. Neither the Company nor I
could have managed without them.

During the past 50 years or so the
Company has, I suggest, seen more
changes than in the previous 500, not least
in the pace of life in general and the City in
particular. Before the days of round-theclock trading, most firms were pleased to
allow staff time to participate in civic and
charitable affairs. Nowadays, even the most
senior members of a practice or firm are
expected to be at their desks most of the
time and service on the Court and
Committees of the Coopers’ Company is
not seen as a priority.
Nevertheless, there are still a good number
of people willing to spend time lending their
expertise to the affairs of the Company. I
was lucky enough to serve in a period
during which we celebrated the
Quincentenary of the grant of the Founding
Charter by raising funds to help build
sheltered accommodation in Tower
Hamlets, by holding a Service of
Thanksgiving in St. Paul’s Cathedral
attended by 1500 or so and with a
traditional Ball, complete with breakfast at 3
am! I thought I was busy before I retired but
since Adrian (Carroll) took over as Clerk in
2001 he has had to deal with all the
changes noted above,plus the wealth of fire,
building, safety and employment
regulations, the Hall Lease, the catering
contract, a large increase in membership
etc. etc., and the list goes on.
And so the Company continues its business
in accordance with its Motto and, as the
inscription picked out in nails on the lid of
the 1591 Pall Chest advises, continues to
“Cease to do evil, Learne to do good, Seke
to do right and relieve the Poore”.
May it Continue and Flourish For Ever.
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JOIN IN

Be a bigger part of us
Committees
Volunteers assisting with
Creative Support Tower
Hamlets (left). We seek
further support from
members with short-term
activities including assisting
both charities and the Hall
and Heritage Committees.

Tapping our potential
We are keen to make better use
of the wealth of skills and abilities
our membership base has to
potentially offer the Company.
Members have already donated
their time to projects such as:

help of volunteers, Past Master
Vivian Bairstow has been leading
the call for greater involvement
from any freeman or liveryman
keen to raise their profile within
the Company.

Attending our annual Southend We are also in the process of
trip with Creative Support Tower developing a mentoring scheme
by matching up members with
Hamlets
the experience and expertise that
Supporting Liveryman Don
would be of use to other
Lyons as he researches the
members and students of our
Company's Past Masters all the affliated educational bodies.
way back to 1501 to improve
If you would like to find out more
our records.
about how you could get
Advising on business plans for involved, we would be very
small businesses connected
pleased to hear from you.
with the Company
Contact the Clerk
(clerk@coopers-hall.co.uk) and
Using professional experience
such as legal expertise to advise we will work with you to match
you up with one of the many
on projects in hand.
short- and long-term projects we
More can be done and as our
are driving through our
Committees put together lists of committees.
what projects and work need the
The Company, along with 57 other Livery Companies made a donation to the
Evening Standard Fund (run in partnership with the London Community Foundation)
to support those suffered as a result of the Grenfell Tower disaster.
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Want to know more
about what our
Committees do? Here's
a brief outline for you

Charities

To dispense funds to
the Company's
nominated charitable
organisations and
grantees.

Investment

Responsible for the day
to day management of
both the corporate and
charitble investment
portfolios.

Finance

Responsible for the
overall finances and
budget of the Company
and the management of
the investment portfolio
on behalf of the
Company and
Chairities.
Find out about our other
committees in our next
issue.

Education Evenings

Recommended Reading

The Educational Evenings are
primarily aimed at those coming into
the Company as freemen, or those
who might be interested in joining in
the future.

The quintessential
guide to the
Company by
Liverywoman
Pamela Maryfield.

If you have someone who is
interested in the work of the
Company, please inform the Clerk
and we shall always make space for
them. These evenings have become
very popular over the last few years
and booking early is advised.

Many of you may have
met or indeed listened
to Pamela talk at one
of the Company's Education Evenings as she
traces the development of the Company of
Coopers against the background of civic and
national history.

All three evenings start at 6.30pm at
the Hall and last until approximately
9.15pm.

This is recommended reading for anyone
wishing to join the Company or understand more
about our role as one of the oldest Livery
Companies.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
education-evening-1-cooperagetickets-35563262676

Love As Brethren, Pamela Maryfield, West Park
Press, April 2000, hardcover, 204pp ISBN
9780953784509. Available to order via the Clerk
at Coopers' Hall. 020 7247 9577.

Merchandise
Our 2017-18 merchandise
including cufflinks (pictured)
and silk scarves are available
to buy via the Clerk.
clerk@coopers-hall.co.uk

WoodFest 2017
I am delighted to report that the three-day national event was a
success. A Company plaque was presented to Neil Midgely
(pictured centre), landlord of the Junction bar and festival host.
In attendance was myself, Assistant Terry Dansey, Liveryman Philip
Quirke as well as Liveryman and Master Cooper Alastair Simms.
The Society for the Preservation of Beers from the Wood (SPBW) is
leading nationally in encouraging the use of wooden casks,
as befits its name and let us hope that more members of
the Company attend in future years, although those of us
attending this year, I can assure you, did our best.
Nonetheless, we could do with more help next year.

Past Master Vivian
Bairstow presenting
Landlord Neil Midgely with
the Company plaque.
Seen here with the Mayor
of Wakefield Councillor
Kevin Barker.

By Past Master Vivian Bairstow.
www.spbw.com
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connections
Our round up of what's going on with the Company's affilated
partners.

Nicole's Borneo Adventure
The Company provides educational prizes to both Coopers Coborn and
Strodes. The latter gives two travel burseries annually as recommended by the
principal and one lucky recipient Nicole Barber wanted to tell us about
travelling the state of Sabah in Malaysian Borneo with the Camps International.

My summer trip included community and
environmental project work, as well as
cultural activities and a five-day jungle
trek.
Our community work included concreting
a volleyball court and changing room
facilities to provide somewhere secure for
the community to use. We laid bricks for
the septic tank for the toilets by the
changing rooms and in the Narawang
village we mixed concrete to create a
water drainage system in their market
square. This iis vital to the locals as
regular heavy downpours often lead to
cancelled markets or flooded stalls.
Other community projects included repainting the outside decorations ready for
a school’s 50th anniversary celebration
that takes place this year; and teaching
the younger children in the community
maths and English. The children enjoyed
learning and loved playing games with us
at the end of the lesson.
The environmental projects we took part
in including making steps in the jungle to
provide easier access down the steep
slopes of the jungle; and reforesting an
area in the eastern rainforest following a
series of wildfires. Towards the end of the
trip we travelled to eastern Sabah where
we worked with the KOPEL Company in
Batu Puteh to reforest an area that had
been destroyed by wildfires in the 1980s
by planting 501 trees.
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Nicole
spending
some wellearned
downtime
with her
colleagues.

My trip was immensely beneficial to the
communities through our project work and also
myself, as I have learnt a lot about other countries
and cultures and have met some of the most
amazing people. While it’s hard to find anything
that I didn’t enjoy on this trip these are a few of
my personal highlights from the trip; learning the
dance the traditional dance, Sumazau. Teaching
English to the local children, playing football on a
beach in the Kinabatangan River, climbing
Bongkud hill, completing the five day jungle trek
and finishing all our project work and leaving our
mark at Narawang village.
My thanks goes to The Worshipful Company of
Coopers for providing the bursary that allowed me
to raise the money needed for this life changing
experience. Before leaving for this expedition I
was incredibly apprehensive and nervous to leave
to another country for a month, however I can
honestly say it has been the most amazing
experience of my life and I would love to do
something similar in the future.

CONNECTIONS

In other news
A new Deacon for the Company of
Coopers Glasgow
The Company has a
strong link with the
Incorporation of Coopers
of Glasgow and each year
honours are exchanged:
the Deacon in Glasgow
receives Freedom of the
company and the Master
in London receives the
Burgess Ticket, which is
the Freedom of the City of
Glasgow. There is now a
significant number of
individuals involved in both
Companies.
Kenneth Dalby (pictured
below) was elected as
Deacon of the
Incorporation of Coopers
on the 22nd September
2017.

'I particularly
look forward to
building on and
strengthening
our ties with the
Worshipful
Company of Coopers'
"I am greatly honoured to
have been elected as
Deacon of the
Incorporation of Coopers
and to have reached the
highest level in the craft."

"I intend to continue the
important role of
supporting the coopering
craft by supporting
apprentices and expect to
be crossing the country to
deliver tools, certifictes
etc. to apprentices of the
relevant stages in their
careers.
It is always enjoyable to
meet these young people
and see how the craft is
continuing to expand and
thrive in Scotland. I will
take a full part in
representing the craft in
the Trades House and I
particularly look forward to
building on and
strengthening our ties with
the Worshipful Company
of Coopers in London and
Coopers in Irvine and
Aberdeen.
I am also looking forward
to working with the
Collector, Alasdair Ronald,
and the Master Court to
take forward our plans for
the future health of the
craft in Glasgow and to
help Alasdair Plan for the
450th Anniversary of the
Incorporation in April
2019."
incorporationofcoopers
ofglasgow.org.uk

Surrey Army Cadets
This year's Coopers' Cask competition was won by the
Cambrai Company. The competition itself spans 12
months and representatives of Cambrai were in
attendance at this year's Annual Livery Banquet.
www.army.mod.uk/training_education/24451.aspx

Contact
If you have a story or something
of interest for us to consider for
our next publication, contact the
Clerk
Email clerk@coopers-hall.co.uk
Tel 020 7247 9577

A new Commanding
Officer for HMS President:
Commander Richmal
Hardinge VR RNR
Joining HMS President in
2011, Cdr Hardinge was
appointed one of three
Senior Divisional Officers
prior to her appointment as
Executive Officer in January
2014, holding this position
until July 2017 prior to
promotion to Commander
and being appointed
Commanding Officer of HMS
President in September
2017.
Cdr Hardinge is a Registered
Architect and a member of
the Chartered Management
Institute. She is married to
Cdr Chris Hardinge MBE VR
RNR (Ret’d), has two
teenage children, Edwin and
Verity and lives near
Sevenoaks in Kent.
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September
June

A successful
Southend trip with
Creative Support
Tower Hamelts.

Above: Presenting a
new defibrilator to
Regional Director Liz
Harper of St. John's
Ambulance.

September
The Master and
Mistress celebrate 99
Squadron's 100th
birthday.

November
The Master welcomes the
Lord Mayor to HMS
President on the morning
of the Lord Mayors Show.

Court Ladies Lunch

Beadles About
With the departure of Alan
Kingshott from his service to
the Company as our Beadle,
Cloker Service
we are happy to put ourselves
in the capable hands of Beadle
Stephen McMenamy and under Beadle Peter McGrowran (left).
The role of beadle is to act as MC at meetings, lead processions
of the Court and Company and announce their entrance.

LOOK AHEAD
Dates for your Diary

St. Boltolph Carol Service
Join us on 14th December 1pm
for a festive celebration.
2018 Education Evenings
Essential for all those wishing to
find out more about the
Company. First event takes
place on 29th January 6.30pm.
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Livery Guest Dinner This
event provides Liverymen and
Freemen the opportunity to
attend a black tie dinner at the
Hall and to invite a guest, male
or female (partners are sadly
not permitted). The dinner is
Society President Dinner
hosted by the Master and the
Always a well attended
Clerk. The opportunity has
evening to celebrate the work
been widened to allow new
of the Company's Society and
Freemen to attend, and it is
its President. 22nd March
hoped we will have a full table
for the occasion. 25th April
United Guilds Service An
uplifting annual Serivce that
has been celebrated by City
livery companies and Guilds
since 1943. Join us there on
16th March 11.30am

